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i-ii'. Hat lloiitoff 

c/o 0;;ed Pafi'e, the Wafjhington Post 
1150 15 St., lll'l 
Uasliiiigton, PC 20071 ^ 

Dear ilr. Hentoff, 

Justified and powerful as youycriticisra of 3joelicUinniss and S-oS is (Post o/l4/95) 

I * 

and as vjas Jonathan I’ardloy's before you, I f dnlc you liavo both missed an even greater 

scandal - the ugliness of to.e commercialisation and exploitation of tlie groat national 

tragccly of tlio JFK assassination of wMch as it lias for 30 years the book-publisliing 

industit,^ has by and large deceived and misled tb.e people, 

SIS liad another bit of worse tlian trash out for reviews, Bob Callahan's "li^o Shot 

JI'’K?!^'fho cover blurb is "& GnLde to the Ilajor Conspiracy Theories." Tliat is but the 

boginsing of the cheap and ..nasty lies in a boolc tlvat is shot full' o^/6jfgnorant and careless 

errors, nnd if it wore not would still by wor^ tlm traSh. I've just slcLraiied it but if you 

want a professorial opjinion, Dr. David l/rone, University of Wisconsin at Stevens Point 

(horn cg-Vress 1518 Blackberry Lane) lias gone over it. 

(l 'igress for m illustration of the ignorance and carelessness tliat typiify tliis 

not'^unusual publisher greed on the subject. On page 42, wliich i just noticed, it lias the 

Late Sylvia Ilcagher as "a cw York City piublic health acL.iinistrator" when fin fact she i;as 

a JIIO editor, and in the iiEryicEiEsd: same sentence says that /ibraham. Zapruder's testimoniy 

did not include Im.s stated belief that the shots came from beliind liim. He did so testify. 

o n 

Tliat so-called "clipter" begins saying tliat the Warren apeport was "published" September 

4 

24, 1.964.’-' Wren#! It was tln'ee days later. Prom just slcLriming I loio;; of isany.nany more 

/ i/] p-' 

serious factual, errors all of wlilcli liave been xiublic for a long time. The theories it more 
or fiess slips over all are, the oldest and wlile I believe all the theories presented as 
fact are unproven and nislead and deceive, all tlie newer oney4nd those current in^the 
earliest day tliat were more significant are entgcjlly .missing. There cannot have been any 
peer review or even the intent of one because the record is tliat the publishers can get 
away with anytling. 

Tliere is a real problem for the country when on major issues tlie book publishers, 
ai'iong others, opt for safety from official criticism and for greed. Of the^^ less than coiitplete 
listing of the coming assassination books in FW dated 4/5, I can fault them all in varying 
degreej/and all, agailn iij varying degrees, wi-ii perpetuate the indJJ'stry-wide abdication of 
any sesae of responsibilty and its rprefld for ik.e dirtiest kind of money. 

I tu:i astounded at the silence tliat greeted Kent Carrollj/i doscrietion of his coining 
book by one of the nuttiest (certifiable) of the nuts who invent these conspiracy theories. 
Carroll says it will say o.f the critics other than the one who made so mucli dirty money 
for iiim tliat wo "liave fon one reason or an^chor, put out a lot of disinformation, f iirtlier-in.o- 
the cousuiraev ." liy eiapliasis. 




Tliat author, ulio can have at moot a oin£sao peer in "disinf on.iation, T accordin- 

own publisher, is char,ing tne others as accessories after the fact. Tl^t is a ver! 
serious crirainal offense. 

-iside from the fact that Carroll fc to la.ow tixat their, author is sicl 

the head, hou caii all reviewers have not tal.en note of tMs incredible accusation . 
camiot bo proven, nbt even in Livingstone's factions, of which I had^a largefile 
at the least ask questions? Including- is there any rneai^gful recourse for those sc 

and ;hiat :.esponsibility does a publisher have when he has reason to believe the auth 
publishes is not rational? 

T].ese are the two extremes, S and C & G. In betoeon is ^frightful nashmash 
of reprints and some openly fraudulent. / 

"Erasing the boundary beteeen fact and fiction" on wlvit gets ..to the guts of r 
tative society, the assassination of a President, is wlrit the publishing industry 1 
done and is exceeding its deplorable past with all the tainted money tlmt can c 
from tee awful, utterly irresponsb/Tle stuff typified by these S & S commercializati, 

X hope t^.at at long last reviewers and coliumists wil], le-arn the realities for 
ves and inform tiie people. , 

Sincei’.'ly, // a j 

cc J onatlian lardley ^ ^ 

, iiarold ileisberg 

Please excuse my typing. It canjt be any better. I'n GO and unwell 




